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Focused Note-Taking:  The Cornell Way 
 

Your notes are a written record of what you are thinking and learning in class.   They should be taken to 

keep track of class lectures, discussions, videos, vocabulary, reading assignments...anything that will 

need to be reflected on, rehearsed, interacted with, and remembered to help you complete assignments, 

prepare for quizzes and tests, and generally understand the curriculum.  Note-taking and note-making is 

possibly the most important and enduringly useful skill you will develop in school because it is 

transferable to all of your other classes right now and throughout your educational career.  Who knows, 

you might even be taking notes when you get out it into "the real world."  At out school you will use the 

Cornell method of note-taking.  Follow the directions below to take and use the Cornell Focused Note-

taking System. 
 

 1. Note-Taking 
 Reading or hearing information for the first time while jotting down and organizing key points to be  

 used later as a learning tool. 

C 
Create Format Step 1: Create/Set up your Cornell Notes by dividing your paper: 

1/3 on the left, and 2/3 on the right. Write the title of the lesson, the 

date in ink, and the class. Write the Essential Question or Learning 

Goal at the top of your notes on the first line to help focus you 

note-taking. 

O 
Organize Notes 

on the Right-

Hand Side 

Step 2: Organize your notes on the right-hand side. Take notes on 

the right-hand side of your paper, organizing/spacing them so you 

can go back write extra comments or add new details later. Include 

drawings, graphics, charts, maps, graphic organizers, anything that 

will help you capture the new information. 

 2. Note-Making 
 Within 24 hours of having taken notes, revise these notes, generate questions, and use collaboration to  

 create meaning. 

R 
Review & 

Revise Your 

Notes 

Step 3: Review and Revise Notes. This is the step where you re-

read the notes you have taken to review and interact with the 

material you learned in class that day. If you realize that you left 

something out, add it your notes at this time in another color. 

Circle the key terms/vocabulary in your notes, draw chunking lines 

to separate concepts/main ideas and underline or highlight essential 

information. Add drawings, question marks near points of 

confusion, and "Interactions" from your Toolbox.  

N 
Note Key Ideas 

to Write 

Questions on 

the Left 

Step 4: Note key ideas to create,questions in the left-hand 

column of your notes.your Cornell Notes by dividing your paper: 

1/3 on the left, and 2/3 on the right. Write the title of the lesson, the 

date in ink, and the class.  Write the Essential Question or Learning 

Goal at the top of your notes on the first line to help focus you 

note-taking. 



E 
Exchange Ideas Step 5: Exchange Ideas by collaborating with classmates who 

have taken notes on the same topic as you.  Ask them what they 

thought was important or what the main ideas were. Share your 

notes with each other and write information in your notes that you 

want to include. 

 3. Note-Interacting 
 Interact with notes taken by writing a synthesized summary.  Use your Cornell Notes as a learning tool   

 to increase achievement in your classes. 

L 
Link Learning 

to Write a 

Summary at 

the End 

Step 6: Link Learning to create a synthesized summary.  Write a 

summary at the end of your notes that demonstrates what you 

learned from that lesson.  Your summary should address the 

Essential Question and pull together all of the main ideas you have 

identified.  Here is an acronym that will help you with your 

summary: 

Show Understanding of the Main ideas, Mentioning the key terms 

As you Respond to Your Learning Goal/Essential Question. 

L 
Learning Tool 

10*24*7 

Step 7: Use your completed Cornell Notes as a learning tool.  

Study your notes throughout the week.  Quiz yourself and others 

using the left-side questions you have written and the provided 

Essential Question. 

Day 1      Day 2      Day 3      Day 4      Day 5      Day 6      Day 7 
Key Terms      Highlight        Summary        Review Q’s                            Re-read Notes, Study 

POC Questions                       Study Q’s 

 

   



Example of Cornell Notes 2a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example of Cornell Notes 2b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cornell Notes Example 3a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cornell Notes Example 3b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cornell Notes Example 4: Double Entry Journal 

 

 

 



Academic Language Script for Note-taking
1
 

 

Directions:  During Steps 2 and 3 of the note-taking process (while you are taking notes 

and reviewing/revising those notes), use the following academic language script with 

your content area teachers and classmates to assist in better communicating and better 

note-taking.  It is important that you learn to talk in academic environments.  The 

questions below will help you do this. 

!

Asking for  

Clarification 

• Could you repeat that? 

• Could you give me an example of that? 

• I have a question about that. 

• Could you please explain what _______ means? 

• Would you mind repeating that? 

• I’m not sure I understood that. Could you please give us 

another example? 

• Would you mind going over the instructions for us again? 

• So, do you mean….? 

Requesting  

Assistance 

• Could you please help me understand…? 

• I’m having trouble with this. Would you mind helping 

me…? 

• Could you please show me how to do this /write this/draw 

this/pronounce this/solve this? 

Interrupting • Excuse me, but I don’t understand the part about… 

• Sorry for interrupting, but I missed what you said about… 

• May I interrupt for a moment?  I have a question about… 

• May I add something here? 

Expressing an  

Opinion 

• I think/believe/predict/can imagine that… 

• In my opinion… 

• It seems to me that… 

• Not everyone will agree with me, but… 

Responding • I agree/disagree with what ______ said because… 

• You’re right about that. 

• That’s an interesting idea. 

• I thought about that also. 

• What you said reminds me of… 

• I hadn’t thought of that before. 

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Cornell Note-Taking Repetition/Revision Checklist
1
 

  

Background: Remember, there is a positive relationship between repetitions in your notes and 

remembering of information.  The more you do to/with your Cornell Notes, the more you'll remember 

and the better you will understand the material. 
 

Ways to Interact/Review and 

Revise/Get Repetitions With 

Your Cornell Notes 

Tips 

Evidence You Have 

Done This/What It 

Looks Like 

 1. Identify and circle key terms.  When circling key terms, use a different writing utensil 

than what you used for note-taking.  Don't go crazy 

with circling...only circle words that are essential to 

understanding the lesson.  You should use your circled 

terms in your summary.  

 More than one color of  

 writing utensil will be  

 evident. 

 2. Highlight or underline main  

 ideas/essential information. 

 Highlighting should be used sparingly.  You may 

want to consider underlining key information in 

pencil. 

 Information will be 

  highlighted or   

  underlined. 

 3. Chunk sections of notes.  Draw chunking lines through your left-hand 

margin line (apprx. 1 inch long) to visually 

separate different main ideas/topics in your notes.  

I think it looks better when your line doesn't go all 

the way across the page. 

 Lines will be drawn  

 through your notes to  

 separate information. 

 4. Create visuals (pictures,  

 charts, graphs, etc.) to represent  

 important information to be  

 remembered. 

Draw pictures/charts/graphs in your notes to help 

explain/process the information you wrote during 

the lesson. 

Drawings/charts/graphs  

 will be evident in  

 notes. 

 5. Identify points of confusion  

 by placing a question mark (?) or   

 "POC" next to information you   

 need clarified or explained more. 

Re-read your notes.  As you read, ask yourself, "Do 

I really understand the information that I wrote in 

my notes? 

?  

        POC 
 6. Write at least one question in  

 the left-hand margin for each  

 chunk of notes/main idea. 

 

                       Q? 

 Questions include: 

 a) study/quiz questions: these can be answered by the 

information in your notes 

 b) clarify questions: about info. you don't understand in 

your notes 

 c) go deeper questions: about things you want to know 

more about, are curious about, or want to go deeper on 

 Q: Compare and  

      contrast........ 

 

  Q: What is meant by...... 

 

  Q: Create an analogy to  

      describeModi 
 7. Identify potential test/quiz  

 questions. 

 Place an asterisk or star next to information you 

think/know will end up on the test. * 

  8. Exchange notes with a friend.  Add new information to your notes in a different 

color than originally used. 

 Some writing will be in  

 a different color. 

 9. Write a summary at the end of  

 your notes that answers the  

 Essential Question or  

 demonstrates mastery of the  

 Learning Goal. (DLIQ) 

 D o        L earn     I nteresting     Q uestion 

 

 Summaries should be 5-7 sentences long and 

should answer the essential question. 

 There will be a clearly  

 marked summary at the   

 end of the set of notes. 

 

                                                 
1
 Modified from AVID Tutorial Guide 



History Tutorial/Costa’s Levels of Thinking and Questioning 
 

Directions:  Use this handout to help you write left-side questions for your Cornell 

Notes. For seminar discussions, write Level 2-3 questions that you want more 

information about and would like to discuss with your classmates. 
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Writing Effective Cornell Notes Summaries 

 

Directions: Follow these steps to help write a complete summary for your Cornell Notes. 

 

Summary Paragraph Template 
 

Essential Question/Learning Objective introductory sentence: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Response to the question for the 1
st
 chunk of notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Response to the question for the 2
nd

 chunk of notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Response to the questions for all additional chunks of notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Steps for Writing a Complete Summary 
Step 1 Read the Essential Question/Learning Objective at the top of your Cornell Notes. 

Step 2 Respond to the Essential Question/Learning Objective in one sentence – this is the 

introductory sentence to the summary.  Use your own words in your summary. 

Step 3 Reread/Review the first chunk of your notes and the Left-Side Question you wrote 

for it. 

Step 4 Write a 1-2 sentence response to this question, incorporating any content-area 

vocabulary or key terms in this chunk of notes. 

Step 5 Repeat this process until all of your Left-Side Questions are and chunks of notes 

are incorporated into your summary – accounting for all of the main ideas of your 

notes. 

Step 6 Reread your summary for clarity and accuracy.  In other words, does your 

summary make sense and does it account for the essential information from this set 

of notes? 



Writing DLIQ Summaries 

Directions: Follow these steps to help write a complete summary for your Cornell Notes. 

 

DLIQ Summary Paragraph Template 
 

DO:  What did you do in class today?  What activities were you engaged in? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEARNED:  What specifically did you learn?  Be sure to answer the essential question. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTERESTING:  What stood out to you in the lesson?  What was the most interesting to you? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTION:  What lingering question do you need clarified?  What are you wondering/curious about? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Steps for Writing a DLIQ Summary 

Step 1 Read the Essential Question/Learning Objective at the top of your Cornell 

Notes. 

Step 2 Reread/Review the notes you have taken on the Right-Hand Side.  Be sure to 

circle key terms (4-6) that you will want to use in your summary. 

Step 3:   D Did:  Write one sentence describing what you DID in this lesson.  What 

activities were you engaged in? 

Step 4:   L Learned:  What did you learn in this lesson?  Use your own words to respond 

to the Essential Question/Learning Objective.  Write 2-4 sentences, 

incorporating any content-area vocabulary or key terms into your summary.  If 

a math summary, explain the steps used to solve that type of problem. 

Step 5:   I Interesting:  Write 1-2 sentences to explain what was interesting to you in 

the lesson.  What stood out to you about what you learned? 

Step 6:  Q Question:  What are you still wondering about from the information in your 

notes?  What is your point of confusion (POC)?  What would you like to know 

more about?  What needs to be clarified? 



!"##$%&'&()*+,-*.$&(*/0-$1*
!

"#$%&!'(!$)&!"&*$+!,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

!

2&1+*+,-*.$&(*/0-$1* !"##$%&'-*+,-*.$&(*/0-$1*
!"#$%&'#()*+#,&'$#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#&"#$%-#1/2/32/1%#)2#

'-4$&)"5#

!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!!!

• !

-&.$#'/01234!,,,,,,,,,!

6).(&"-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#)"#$%-#,-7$#&"$)#89:#'-"$-"4-'#

$%/$#4/1$;2-#/"0#';../2&<-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'=#

!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!
!"#$%&'#()*+#,&'$#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#&"#$%-#1/2/32/1%#)2#

'-4$&)"5#

!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!!!

• !

-&.$#'/01234!,,,,,,,,,!

6).(&"-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#)"#$%-#,-7$#&"$)#89:#'-"$-"4-'#

$%/$#4/1$;2-#/"0#';../2&<-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'=#

!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

!"#$%&'#()*+#,&'$#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#&"#$%-#1/2/32/1%#)2#

'-4$&)"5#

!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!

• !!!!

• !

-&.$#'/01234!,,,,,,,,,!

6).(&"-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'#)"#$%-#,-7$#&"$)#89:#'-"$-"4-'#

$%/$#4/1$;2-#/"0#';../2&<-#$%-#./&"#&0-/'=#

!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,!

!



!"#$%&'"()*+(,+-'-./(0"&+.-./(0*/1(2(
!

3-+"4'-*.15("#$!%&'#!%$()*+%$!%,!&$*)!-,.!/$0*$1%!,2!+23!4$$)!%/+14!,0!%&$!*$+/2'25!!

-,.!$6)$/'$21$3!'2!1*+##!%,3+-7!
!!

!

8,3+-!9$:;2!%&'#!*$##,2!9$!<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! ! ! "#$%&!'('!)*+!'*!(,!-.%//!&*'%)0!!#$%&!1232!&$2!%-&(4(&(2/!)*+!1232!2,5%52'!(,06!

!

'2!,/3$/!%,!<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"7&%3&(,5!1(&$!%!42389!32/&%&2!&$2!:+3:*/2!*;!&$2!.2//*,9!(<2<!&$2!=2%3,(,5!>*%.6!!"!"13(&2!?%,/123!&$2!@+2/&(*,A!B!&$2,!13(&2!&$2!!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!C//2,&(%.!D6!

!

;!*$+/2$3!<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
! ! "#3(&2!EFG!/2,&2,-2/!&$%&!2H:.%(,!(,!'2&%(.!1$%&!)*+!.2%3,2'I<,*&!J+/&!1$%&!)*+!.2%3,2'!%8*+&9!8+&!/:2-(;(-!!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!(,;*3K%&(*,!%8*+&!)*+3!.2%3,(,5<!!L*+3!13(&(,5!/$*+.'!'2K*,/&3%&2!)*+3!K%/&23)!*;!&$2!/&%&2'!.2%3,(,5!*8J2-&(42!*3!%,/123!&$2!C//2,&(%.!D6!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

8&'#!2$9!*$+/2'25!"#$%#&'()*'+!!-*,,2-&/!&*M1%/!(K:*3&%,&!82-%+/2M1%/!/(5,(;(-%,&!82-%+/2MK%'2!K2!
&$(,N!%8*+&M1%/!(,&232/&(,5!82-%+/2M$2.:2'!K2!&*!82&&23!+,'23/&%,'!*3!-.%3(;)6!!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!!!";+..)!2H:.%(,M;(,(/$!&$2!&$*+5$&!825+,!8)!&$2!-$*(-2!)*+!-(3-.2'!%8*426!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

;!"#$%#&'()*'+!'*,O&!+,'23/&%,'M%K!1*,'23(,5!%8*+&M%K!/&(..!+,/+32!%8*+&M%K!-+3(*+/!%8*+&M1*+.'!.(N2!&*!N,*1!!
!!!!

K*32!%8*+&M1*+.'!.(N2!&*!'22:2,!K)!+,'23/&%,'(,5!%8*+&6!<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"1$%&!'*!)*+!1%,&!&*!N,*1!K*32!%8*+&9!*3!1$%&!(/!)*+3!:*(,&!*;!!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!!!!!!!!!!!!-*,;+/(*,!;3*K!&$(/!.2//*,06!

!!

+23!1+2!0'23!,.%!(,/$!'20,/(+%',2!=-!<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!

!



Example of L earning Log 
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Engaging & Interacting With Texts, Notes, & New Knowledge 

“Interactions” 
 

 

Directions: These interactions should be used to interact with the various texts you 

read in class and with your class notes. 

 

1. Timeline: Create a timeline of the most important events in the lesson and 

include an illustration and written explanation of their significance/importance. 

 

2. Make an inference: Explain what a fact or detail suggests may also be true 

about the time period, event, or idea. 

 

3. Make a connection to a similar event or idea from your study of history, your 

life, literature, the media, or the wider world of pop culture (This reminds me 

of….This is like….This makes me think about….). 

 

4. Create and explain an analogy, simile, or metaphor to describe an idea, 

event, or person.  Be sure to follow through with a written analysis that explains 

the similarity or comparison. 

 

5. Create an illustration/picture/drawing/symbol/graphic/map/chart: Create a 

visual representation of something from your notes or the reading. 

 

6. Comparison:  Point out similarities and differences between two people, events, 

cultures, or civilizations. 

 

7. Poetry:  Use your poetry templates (pgs. ____ ) to creatively express an idea, 

concept, detail, term, etc. from your reading or notes. 

 

8. Reaction/Response:  React or respond to interesting ideas/details/author’s 

claims in your notes or in the text.  What do you think about that detail or idea?  

Your responses can be personal or analytical in nature. 

 

9. Examine a picture, graph, map, or table from the reading:  Explain the 

image and ask a question of a character in the picture or to the creator of the graph, 

map, or table.  Finally, explain how the image is related to the text around it. 

 

10. Complete a graphic organizer from “Frequently Used Graphic 

Organizers.”  Create a graphic organizer to organize and interact with information 

from the reading or notes.  Examples include a “Problem-Ideas-Solution Journal,” 

“Flowchart/Storyboard,” and “Double-Entry Journal.” 



11. If Only I Knew:  Write 2-3 questions about the information in your text, notes, 

or video that is not answered by your reading or notes, but having the answer 

would clarify some point of confusion you have or would push your thinking 

deeper about a topic. 

 

12. Diffusion:  Diffusion means to spread or transmit--for our purposes, to spread 

from one culture to another either on accident or on purpose (ex. people, disease, 

technology, ideas, etc.).  Cite and explain an example of diffusion in the 

text/lesson. 

 

13. Common Phenomena:  Describe the natural or historical events and 

developments that two or more societies share.  Examples could be climate, 

disease, natural disasters, invasions, technologies, social systems, belief systems, 

etc.  The question is, “What is shared?” 

 

14. Explain the significance/importance of a particular piece of information.  

Explain why it is important in helping to shape the time period, event, or idea.  

What is this event or idea going to have a big impact/effect on?  What did it 

change, influence, cause, or effect? 

 

15. Icons of Depth and Complexity:  Choose an Icon of Depth and Complexity to 

explore.  You might pick a Big Idea, make a Connection, apply a concept Across 

Disciplines, indicate a Trend you recognize, etc. 

 

16. “Writing in the Margins”: Create a graphic organizer like the one included in 

your toolbox and provide an example of each type of interaction (visual, summary, 

connection, analysis, higher-level question, response/reaction. 

 

17. Choose Your Own Activities (CYOA) Options:  Use 

the activities listed at the end of your toolbox for choices 

and directions. 

 

18. Develop Questions From the Reading:  Using 

Costa’s Levels of Thinking and Questioning, write higher 

level questions about information found in your notes or 

the text. 

 

19. Create New Titles and Subtitles:  Rewrite the 

titles and subtitles from the section of reading and 

explain why your new title is appropriate.  Create a T-

chart with the old titles/subtitles on the left and your 

new ones with the explanation on the right. 
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STUDENT SAMPLEENGAGING THE READER
39Chapter 1: Interacting with Text or Visuals

41Chapter 1: Interacting with Text or Visuals

“A Nation Divided”
Summary of Chapter – This chapter is about how the Vietnam War sharply divided the country. 
As the war dragged on there was a growing antiwar movement in America.

 1. Title of Section

  A Working-Class War (Page 735)

 2. Summary of Section

  Many upper and middle class American youth were able to avoid military service because  
they could attend college or manipulate the system. Nearly 80% of American soldiers were  
from lower economic levels.

 3. “What If” Strategy

  “What If” the draft policies favored the poor instead of the privileged American youth would  
the general public have been more outraged and put a stop to the war?

 1. Title of Section 

  From Protest to Resistance  (Page 718)

2 .  Summary of Section 

  Draft resistance intensified as the antiwar movement grew in the late 1960’s. The United States 
government accused more than 200,000 men of draft offenses and imprisoned 4,000 draft 
resisters.

 3.  Questions

  Why did the United States government imprison 4,000 out of the 200,000 men accused of  
draft offenses?

  What made their offenses worth a prison sentence?

  What were the lives like for the 10,000 Americans that fled the country?

  How many of the 10,000 came back to America after the war?



Examples of Interaction Posters 
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  11 Cause and Effect Chart 
 

Directions:  In the center box, write in the event that you are trying to understand.  On the left side, 

write in the causes of the event.  On the right side, write in the results of the event. 

 

                Causes                    Effects 

 

    Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  12   Supporting Ideas Chart 
 

Directions:  This chart represents the mental process of becoming aware of the relationship between a 

whole and its parts.  It is like an outline with the main idea or claim, supporting details or reasons, and 

concrete details or evidence that help validate your reasons and claim.  This chart is especially helpful 

when preparing for a class discussion like philosophical chairs or debate. 

                                               

Concrete detail/facts/evidence  

Supporting details/ 

Reasons to support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idea/Claim 
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14    Annotated Timeline 
 

An annotated timeline is like a timeline with notes of explanation as well as dates from a period 

of time studied.  Like all timelines, the annotated timeline features dates but adds creative ideas, 

including illustrations, quotes, analysis, biographical sketches, maps, charts, drawings, concepts, 

etc.  Design your timeline around some unifying illustration or theme.   For example, the entire 

timeline might be presented on Hadrian’s  

Wall, a knight’s lance, a samurai sword, or a map of the Mediterranean world. 

 

Instructions 
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 NEWS Organizer For Interacting With Texts 

NEWS 

 

Title of Article:_______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Date of Publication:___________________________________________________________________ 

  

Author's Qualifications:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Noteworthy 

What stood out to you from the article?  What were the main ideas?  What 

was the author trying to communicate?  What is the author’s central claim? 

Evidence 

What type(s) of evidence was used by the author in this text?  How effective 

or persuasive was this evidence?  What evidence supports the author’s 

central claim? 

What does 

this have to do 

with me? 

What do YOU think about the topic being addressed in the article?  What are 

your thoughts/beliefs/opinions on the matter?  How does the issue affect or 

impact your life? 

Social Studies 

Connection 

How does the information in this article connect to other things I know 

about history/have learned about history? 

 
Summary of Article: 
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Concept Map 
!
Concept: __________________________________________ 
!
Define: 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Characteristics: 

Visual: 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Non-Examples: 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Examples: 

!
!
!
!
!
!



Visual Vocabulary 
 

Visual Vocabulary will help you to better understand vocabulary by explaining the meaning of the term 

in your own words and creating visual images that represent the word.  Adding an illustration or drawing 

will help you to clarify your explanation and understanding of the vocabulary word. 

 

Instructions 
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AVID Critical Reading 

  

Marking the Text1 
 

 

“Marking the Text” is an active reading strategy that asks students to think critically about their 

reading.  It helps students determine the essential information in a reading passage, isolating it visually 

from the rest of the surrounding text.  While reading the text, students analyze ideas, evaluate ideas, and 

circle and underline essential information relevant to one’s reading purpose.  With pencil in hand, 

students focus on what is being said in the text, leading to increases in comprehension and retention of 

textual material.  Marking the Text can be used with textbook readings, articles, primary source 

materials, or classroom Cornell Notes. 

 

 

 There are three basic marks you should use when using the “Marking the 

Text” reading strategy.  The first is to number (#) the paragraphs.  

Numbering the paragraphs (or, if it is a very long text, numbering chunks of 

text) allows a reader to refer quickly to specific areas of the text during class 

discussions.  You should then complete a “clean read,” or one in which your 

pencil is down and you are reading to build familiarity with the structure and 

ideas of the text. 

 Then, you should reread all or parts of the text, marking essential 

information as you reread.  Specifically, you should circle key terms/phrases 

and underline information relevant to the stated reading purpose.  In other 

words, the information you mark will be determined by the purpose of the 

reading.  Depending on the type of text being read, key terms might include 

key concepts, content-based vocabulary, lesson-based vocabulary, names of 

people/places/dates, formulas, repeated words, literary devises, or other 

terms related to the reading purpose.  Examples of the types of information 

you will underline includes author’s claims, evidence, facts about a person, 

place, thing, or idea, descriptions, cause-and-effect relationships…….it just 

depends on the reading purpose. 

 

 

Since “Marking the Text” is a fundamental skill, it ought to be used 

whenever you are asked to read.  When you are reading copies of articles, 

newspapers, source documents, or other consumables, you should 

automatically mark the text.  Numbering paragraphs, circling words and 

phrases, underlining key information…this should become second nature to 

you as you practice and get into the habit.  But what about when you are 

reading textbooks or other materials that you should not write directly on?  

Do you just not mark those types of texts?  Of course you should; you just 

need to get a little creative.  Suggestions for marking texts you are not 

allowed to write on include using sticky notes, overhead transparencies laid 

on top of the text, or a t-chart in your Cornell Notes where you keep track of 

circled key terms and underlined information (this last one is my personal 

favorite). 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"!#$%&'&(%!')$*!+,-.!/)&0&123!4(2%&56!7208!9$$:!;0)20(6<!.(=1)&>0&$5!

!"#$%&"'()$

%*')+,*-$./01$*&+$

2+3*4$

# 
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

5&+,$%&"'()$

%*')+,*-$./01$*&+$

2+3*4$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$



AVID Critical Reading 

 

 

Students need to focus on the texts they read and they need tools to help 

them understand the complex ideas on the page, not to mention a way to 

stay engaged and focused while they read (Have you ever read a page of 

text, gotten all the way to the bottom, and realized that you zoned out the 

entire time and didn’t remember anything you just read?).  Marking the 

Text gives students a way to isolate essential information that can be 

referenced (or found) easily during a writing task or class discussion.  

Students might also use their markings 
  

• to assist in summary writing, 

• to connect sections of the text, 

• to investigate claims or evidence, 

• to engage in other types of analysis 

• to interact with their Cornell Notes because numbering 

paragraphs/chunks/main ideas, circling key terms, and underlining 

essential information is an important part of Note-making (or step 

R—Review and Revise Your Notes) 
 

Numbering paragraphs is also essential for class discussions.  Once 

paragraphs are numbered, students can easily direct others to those places 

where they have found relevant information.  Marking the Text is a 

fundamental strategy that students must learn to do well. 

 

 

 Ultimately, Critical Reading strategies are meant to help you become a 

better reader, helping you to increase your level of college readiness so you 

can do well now and also prepare for life in the University after high school.  

This is not just busy work….Marking the Text is one type of strategy good 

readers turn into a habit so that they can construct meaning from the texts 

they read.  Someday you won’t be reading “like” a college student….you 

will be reading “as” a college student.   

Ask the following questions to help you reflect on the use of Marking the 

Text: 
 

• How did this strategy improve your understanding of the text? 

• What stood out to you that you would have missed otherwise? 

• What did using Marking the Text do to your level of interest, 

engagement, and/or understanding while you read? 

• Why would readers want to use this strategy? 

• When would you want to use a strategy like Marking the Text?  How 

would you mark a text in your other classes? 

• What types of texts would it be useful on?  What types would you 

want to steer-clear of using it on? 
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AVID Critical Reading 

  

Writing in the Margins1 
 

 

Good readers will think about texts in very specific ways as they read. “Writing in 

the Margins” is an active reading strategy that identifies and defines six common 

ways highly proficient readers think about the texts they read.  We know that 

comprehension of a text improves when readers visualize ideas, summarize ideas, 

clarify information, make connections, respond/react to ideas, and ask questions.  

Where is this work to be done?  Readers will use the margins of their texts to record 

their thoughts while they read.  “Writing in the Margins” can be used with 

textbook readings, articles, primary source materials, or classroom Cornell Notes.  

It is simply a way of interacting with written material to process the information. 

 

 

 As you read the various types of texts assigned, 

make comments in the margins of the texts.  Most 

likely, you will be responding to information you 

have circled or underlined during the “Marking the 

Text” phase of reading.  Use the handout provided to 

assist you as you read the text and write in the 

margins.  When you have interacted with your text using 

“Writing in the Margins” successfully, you will see various types of 

margin notes on the sides of your paper. 

 What if you can’t write on the text you are reading?  No problem.  Just 

make a chart in your Cornell Notes that has the paragraph #, a brief copied 

excerpt of the text, and your interaction from the “Writing in the Margins” 

strategy guide.  It kind of resembles a Dialectical Journal when you do it this 

way. 

 

 

Your teacher might limit the number of choices you have when starting to 

learn the strategy, but ultimately we want you to have a list of ways you can 

interact with texts floating around in your mind.  We also want you to get so 

good at using “Writing in the Margins” that you know which ones to pick 

for a particular reading or type of thinking called for by any given text.  

Once you learn this skill inside and out, you will begin to use it 

instinctively—you won’t even need your teacher to tell you to do it!  You’ll 

be asking questions in the margin of your text, drawing pictures, writing 

personal responses, and making connections to other things something in 

the text reminds you of.  You should get used to using this strategy 

whenever you are having a hard time following the meaning or ideas of a 

text because it will slow you down a little and force you to interact and think 

about what the author is saying and doing.  You may also use it when you 

find that your mind is filling up with ideas, pictures, and connections while 

you’re reading. 
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AVID Critical Reading 

One last piece of advice about when to use Writing in the Margins—you 

can even use this strategy to interact with your Cornell Notes!  As you 

review/study your notes, you can write little summaries, personal responses, 

connections, clarifying statements, analysis statements, and draw pictures in 

the margins and empty spaces of your notes to help yourself process and 

engage with the information you are learning in class.  Trust me, it makes 

your notes way more interesting and will help you to process the 

information. 

 

 

When you write in the margins of your texts, you become actively 

engaged in what the text is saying.  You’re not just reading to try and finish 

what the teacher told you to do….you are actually interacting with the ideas 

of the author, almost as is you were in a conversation with the text.  

Clarifying, summarizing, questioning, as well as other strategies provided 

will increase your comprehension of textual material, make the reading 

experience more interesting and personal, and providing ways for you to 

make your own meaning.  

 

 

 Ultimately, Critical Reading strategies are meant to help you become a 

better reader, helping you to increase your level of college readiness so you 

can do well now and also prepare for life in the University after high school.  

This is not just busy work….Writing in the Margins is a type of strategy 

good readers turn into a habit so they can easily use it to construct meaning 

from the texts they read.  Someday you won’t be reading “like” a college 

student….you will be reading “as” a college student.  Ask the following 

questions to reflect on the use of Writing in the Margins: 
 

• How did this strategy improve your understanding of the text? 

• What did using Writing in the Margins do to your level of interest, 

engagement, and/or understanding while you read? 

• Why would readers want to use this strategy? 

• When would you want to use a strategy like Writing in the Margins? 

• What types of texts would it be useful on?  What types would you 

want to steer-clear of using it on? 
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Writing in the Margins: 

Six Strategies to Use 
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AVID Critical Reading 

  

Pausing to Connect1 
 

 

Have you ever been asked to read something in class or for homework, but when you 

get to the end of the text you realize you don’t have a clue what it said?  You read 

the words but it made no sense to you because you just tried to breeze right through 

it instead of wrestling to understand it’s meaning.  “Pausing to Connect” is an 

active reading strategy that asks students to pause at different times throughout the 

reading and think critically about the relationship between language and meaning.  

It asks you to connect ideas within the text, seeking to understand what the author 

says and how s/he says it.  Highly proficient readers read top to bottom, from left 

to right, but also bottom to top and right to left; they stop mid-sentence to reread 

important ideas, consult reading aids like dictionaries and thesauruses while 

working through a difficult passage, find connections among words, and consider 

various other textual details with reading.  Whew!  Sounds like a lot of work, right.  

Well, it is, but you have to keep in mind that the texts you will be asked to read as you progress through 

secondary school and into college are going to get progressively harder and you have to develop the 

skills to meet those challenges.   

 

 

 Pausing to Connect involves stopping periodically while completing a 

reading, taking a moment to connect ideas within the text.  You might stop 

to  

• reflect on what you just read (“What was the author saying in that 

piece of text?  What was that section about?  What do/don’t I 

understand so far?”),  

• synthesize ideas from one or more paragraphs (“How does what I 

just read connect to the preceding paragraphs?  Why is the author 

repeating this word?),  

• connect to reading aids presented in the text (“How do the visuals 

help me to understand what the author is saying or doing?), or 

• relate ideas that have been circled or underlined to the surrounding 

information.   
 

Use the “Pausing to Connect Bookmark” you have received as a guide 

for the types of questions you may want to ask yourself as you move 

through a text.  Once you have made connections you should write them in 

the margins of your text or in your notes.   

 

 

Your teacher might limit the number of choices you have when starting to 

learn the strategy, but ultimately we want you to have a list of ways you can 

pause to connect with texts floating around in your mind.  We also want you 

to get so good at using “Pausing to Connect” that you know which 

questions to pick for a particular reading or type of thinking called for by 

any given text.  Once you learn this skill inside and out, you will begin to 
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  Pausing To Connect 

 

 

“Pausing to Connect” is a reading strategy that helps readers gain deeper 

understandings of the texts they read. Skilled readers will often pause to 

make connections within a text. They will ask questions such as: 

 
 

1. What do I understand so far? What don’t I understand? 

 
2. What information does the author need to clarify? 

 

3. Why has the author repeated this word? 

 

4. How does this term or phrase connect to what the author is 

arguing?  

5. How does what I just read connect to the above paragraph or 

section?  

6. What is the author trying to get me to think about here? 

 

7. What is the author doing in this paragraph? 

 

8. What is the author’s purpose? 

 

9. How has this section or paragraph helped my understanding 

of the text as a whole? 
 
     10. How successful has the author been in accomplishing    

          their purpose?  

11. What is the author saying in this paragraph? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pausing To Connect 

 

 

“Pausing to Connect” is a reading strategy that helps readers gain deeper 

understandings of the texts they read. Skilled readers will often pause to 

make connections within a text. They will ask questions such as: 

 
 

1. What do I understand so far? What don’t I understand? 

 
2. What information does the author need to clarify? 

 

3. Why has the author repeated this word? 

 

4. How does this term or phrase connect to what the author is 

arguing?  

5. How does what I just read connect to the above paragraph or 

section?  

6. What is the author trying to get me to think about here? 

 

7. What is the author doing in this paragraph? 

 

8. What is the author’s purpose? 

 

9. How has this section or paragraph helped my understanding 

of the text as a whole? 
 
     10. How successful has the author been in accomplishing    

          their purpose?  

11. What is the author saying in this paragraph? 



AVID Critical Reading 

use it instinctively—you won’t even need your teacher to tell you to do it!  

You’ll be asking questions while you read, going back to different parts of 

the text to reread it, make connecting lines between paragraphs, chunking 

paragraphs that have things in common, and all sorts of other things.   

You should get used to using this strategy whenever you are having a hard 

time following the meaning or ideas of a text because it will slow you down 

a little and force you to interact and think about what the author is saying 

and doing.  In other words, if you are reading something for school and you 

find yourself thinking or saying, “What????? or Huuuuhhhh????”, it might 

be time to pull out your “Pausing to Connect Bookmark” so you can 

attack that text with re-enforcements. 

 

 

A good reader will often pause to make connections to what he or she is 

reading.  Mature readers will pause to clarify ideas (“What is the author 

saying here?”), question the meaning of an idea, or investigate the 

relationship between words, paragraphs, or ideas.  Doing this helps you dig 

deep into a text, thinking about what an author is saying and even what they 

are doing—the choices they made and how those choices impacted the 

meaning.  When you Pause to Connect, you become invested in actually 

understanding the text.  You’re not just reading to try and finish what the 

teacher told you to do….you are actually seeking to understand.  The texts 

you will be asked to read and understand in school will continue to get more 

sophisticated and challenging.  Pausing to Connect helps you remain up to 

the challenge. 

 

 

 

 Ultimately, Critical Reading strategies are meant to help you become a 

better reader, helping you to increase your level of college readiness so you 

can do well now and also prepare for life in the University after high school.  

This is not just busy work….Pausing to Connect is a type of strategy good 

readers turn in to a habit so they can easily use it to construct meaning from 

the texts they read.  Someday you won’t be reading “like” a college 

student….you will be reading “as” a college student.   

Ask the following questions to reflect on the use of Pausing to Connect: 
 

• How did this strategy improve your understanding of the text? 

• What did using Pausing to Connect do to your level of interest, 

engagement, and/or understanding while you read? 

• Why would readers want to use this strategy? 

• When would you want to use a strategy like Pausing to Connect? 

• What types of texts would it be useful on?  What types would you 

want to steer-clear of using it on? 
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  Pausing To Connect 
 

 

“Pausing to Connect” is a reading strategy that helps readers gain deeper 
understandings of the texts they read. Skilled readers will often pause to 
make connections within a text. They will ask questions such as: 

 
1. What do I understand so far? What don’t I understand? 
 

2. What information does the author need to clarify? 
 

3. What is the author saying in this paragraph/section of text?   
 

4. What is the author doing in this paragraph/section of text?  
 

5. What words or phrases are important?  How do these terms 
or phrases connect to what the author is arguing? 

 

6. How does what I just read connect to the above paragraph or 
section? 

 

7. What is the author trying to get me to think about here? 
 

8. Why has the author repeated this word? 
 

9. What is the author’s purpose? 
 

10. How successful has the author been in accomplishing    
          their purpose? 
 

11. How has this section or paragraph helped my understanding  
      of the text as a whole? 

 

     12. Summarize what you have read. 
 

     13. What does the reading remind you of?  What connections  
           can you make? 
 

     14. What questions does the text raise for you?   
           Speculate about the answers. 
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Modified Documents-Based Question 
Student Handout 

Collaborative Group Instructions (2-3 students) 
1. Choose a group leader. 

 

2. Read the question and discuss key words to help determine what is being asked.  Write the question using 

a marker on the top of your poster paper. 

 

3. Create a chart or graphic organizer on your poster paper to brainstorm information group members 

already know about the topic.  Use any graphic organizer(s) you find helpful. 

 

4. Read the first document together, highlighting any information that may provide evidence to support an 

answer to the question. 

 

5. Cut out the document and glue it to your poster.  

 

6. Write a summary statement about the source that a) describes what type of source it (primary or 

secondary source, quote, document, statue, song lyrics, building, etc., b) tells who produced it and when, 

and c) a brief statement describing the main idea of the source. (ex. Primary source quote by Martin Luther 

in 1524.  In this quote he is attacking the Catholic Church practice of selling indulgences.) 

 

7. Write an analysis of the document that explains how this source helps to answer the question. 

 

This analysis should/may include: (one or more of the following) 

 

• Evaluating the reliability, validity, and accuracy of the source.   

Question: Is this source accurate and does it tell the truth? 

 

• Identifying the point of view of the source, as well as bias.  

Question: What is the author’s point of view about this issue? What do they believe? 

 

• Comparing and contrasting different interpretations of key events.  In other words, is there 

another way of looking at the same facts.   

Question: Is there another way of looking at these facts? Or would everyone generally agree 

with the source’s point of view? 

 

• Constructing support for a position by choosing accurate evidence.   

Question: What evidence in the source can be used to back up our answer to the question? What 

is this source saying?  What does it mean? 

 

• Creating inferences about sources.   

Question: What can we guess is also true about the topic based upon the source’s information? 

 

 

Simply put; how does this source help us answer that question? 

What does it “say” about the question? 
 

8. Repeat steps 4-7 for each document. 

 

9. Based on the evidence, write your group’s thesis statement to answer the question. 



Visual Representation of the Modified Documents-Based Question 
 
 

1) Question        2) Outside Knowledge 

 

Assess the validity…  To what extent…?   Chart or graphic organizer to  

Compare and contrast…  In what way(s)…?                                    record what you know  

Analyze the effects…  Explain why…                                         about the question. 

Describe the change(s)… 

 

 

3) Documents 
 
Document 1 

Highlight key ideas in the document that 

relate to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us 

answer that question?  What does it “say” 

about the question? 

 

Document 2 

Highlight key ideas in the document that relate 

to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us answer 

that question?  What does it “say” about the 

question? 

Document 3 

Highlight key ideas in the document that 

relate to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us 

answer that question?  What does it “say” 

about the question? 

 

Document 4 

Highlight key ideas in the document that relate 

to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us answer 

that question?  What does it “say” about the 

question? 

Document 5 

Highlight key ideas in the document that 

relate to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us 

answer that question?  What does it “say” 

about the question? 

Document 6 

Highlight key ideas in the document that relate 

to the question 

 

Write a summary of what is learned from the 

source.  Who produced it and when?  What is 

the main idea of the source? 

 

Analysis: How does this source help us answer 

that question?  What does it “say” about the 

question? 
 
 

4) Thesis Statement:  Write your group’s thesis statement. 
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Needs Improvement
• does not participate or participation is 

inappropriate

• repeats same ideas

• few or no notes taken

• no questions asked

• seems lost/overwhelmed with the seminar

STUDENT HANDOUT

Structured Discussion Rubric for  
Individual Participants 
Name: _______________________________________________ Text: ___________________________________

Exemplary
• reads closely, takes notes, and develops  

high-level questions before the seminar

• uses prepared text, notes, and questions to  
contribute to the dialogue

• moves the conversation forward

• asks for clarification when needed

• asks probing questions for higher level thinking

• speaks to all participants and is heard clearly

• thinks before answering

• refers directly to the text

• makes connections to other speakers

• builds on others’ comments

• considers all opinions

• writes down thoughts and questions

• listens actively

• demonstrates patience and respect toward others’ 
opinions/ideas

Competent
• comes prepared with marked text, notes, 

and questions

• contributes to the dialogue

• responds to questions

• refers to text

• offers interesting ideas

• asks questions 

• takes notes

• pays attention

• is respectful of others’ ideas

Developing
• comes with some text preparation
• emphasizes own ideas; may lean toward 

debate rather than dialogue
• ideas not always connected
• refers to text
• repeats some ideas
• asks a few questions and/or questions are 

lower level
• takes some notes
• loses track of conversation
• judges others’ ideas

!"#$%##"&'()&*+#(
((

(

,-"*./0-*1(
! !"#$%&'()*+,--.&(/0,1&.0,)&02$&)*340$3*&/*+0)*&3"()#$56&

! 788)*33&.0,)&4()1$*)&/.&$(9*6&

! :#31*$&'()*+,--.&10&*('"&01"*)&

! ;()(4")(3*&0)&'-()#+.&2"(1&.0,)&4()1$*)&"(3&3(#86&

! 73%&04*$<*$8*8&=,*31#0$3&1"(1&(--02&.0,)&4()1$*)&10&*-(/0)(1*&

0$&1"*#)&1"0,5"13&0)&*>4*)#*$'*36&

! ?(#$1(#$&*.*&'0$1('1&($8&04*$&/08.&-($5,(5*6&

! @,#-8&0$&2"(1&*('"&01"*)&3(.36&

! @*&'0,)1*0,3&A&$0&4,1<802$3&0)&3()'(396&

! @*&)*(8.&10&3"()*&0,1&10&1"*&2"0-*&'-(336&
! &&

20&31(4-5316/+-33(7*&%8(
! BC*).1"#$5&.0,&80&+0)&;(#)<D"()*E&9&

! BC*).&5)0,4&9*9/*)&3"0,-8&'0$1)#/,1*&($8&"(C*&(&C0#'*&#$&1"*&

8#3',33#0$F6$0&G2(--&+-02*)36H(

! D1(.&0$<104#'&($8&0$<1(3%6&&7C0#8&3#8*&'0$C*)3(1#0$3&($8&G/#)8&

2(-%#$56H(

! @*&)*(8.&10&3"()*&0,1&10&1"*&2"0-*&'-(336(

! &(

20&31(:3-##(
! D(9*&(3&(/0C*E&I(

! :#31*$&'()*+,--.&10&1"*&31,8*$1&2"0&#3&34*(%#$56(

! !,)$&10&+('*&1"*&31,8*$1&2"0&#3&34*(%#$56(

! J0&$0&"0-8&.0,)&"($8&#$&1"*&(#)&2"#-*&309*0$*&#3&34*(%#$56(

! K0&1(/-*&1(-%&0)&3#8*&'0$C*)3(1#0$36(

! &(

(

(
(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(
(



!"#$%&'()*+,$%&-.*/"0*.&

1",$23%$4)&
&

!"#$%&'()*+,$%&-.*/"0*.&1",$23%$4)&.5/%$+0*&$06&6.7"0*#4$#.*&

8"4&$0&$36+.0,.&$&9"46&"4&,"0,./#:&

&

50*#43,#+"0*&
;: <$,(&=4"3/&+*&$**+=0.6&$&6+88.4.0#&>",$23%$4)&#.47&"4&

,"0,./#:&

?: @#36.0#*&6+*,3**&$06&6.8+0.&#(.&7.$0+0=&"8&#(.&#.47&"4&

,"0,./#&#"&/4.*.0#&9+#(&#(.+4&/.48"47$0,.:&&!(.&6.8+0+#+"0&

*("3%6&2.&$,,34$#.&23#&.$*)&#"&4.7.72.4:&

A: @#36.0#*&9"4B&#"=.#(.4&#"&,4.$#.&$&/()*+,$%&6.7"0*#4$#+"0&

"4&$,#+0=&"3#&"8&#(.&#.47&"4&,"0,./#&#($#&7$)&+0,%36.&$0&

.5$7/%.:&

C: <$,(&=4"3/&.5/%$+0*&#(.+4&6.8+0+#+"0&"8&#(.&9"46&$06&

/4.*.0#*&#(.+4&/()*+,$%&6.7"0*#4$#+"0&"8&#(.&#.47&"4&

,"0,./#:&

&

!$2%.$3&
&

D&!$2%.$3&+*&#(.&4.,4.$#+"0&"8&&$&7"7.0#&+0&#+7.&8.$#34+0=&$&0372.4&"8&

,($4$,#.4*E&$06&7$)&$%*"&+0,%36.&+0$0+7$#.&"2F.,#*:&&&@#36.0#*&64$9&

3/"0&(+*#"4+,$%&.>+6.0,.&$06&4.,4.$#.&$&*,.0.&#($#&6+*/%$)*&*"7.&+0*+=(#&

+0#"&#(.&7+06*&"8&#(.&,($4$,#.4*:&&!(.&!$2%.$3&,"0*+*#*&"8&$&=4"3/&"8&

G$,#"4*H&84"I.0&%+B.&*#$#3.*E&.$,(&"0.&+0&#340E&,"7+0=&#"&%+8.E&$06&

.5/4.**+0=&#(.&#("3=(#*&$06&8..%+0=*&"8&#($#&,($4$,#.4&"4&"2F.,#:&&&
&

'4./$4$#+"0&
;: J(""*.&$&*,.0.&84"7&#(.&/$*#:&&!(+*&7$)&2.&$&4.,4.$#+"0&"8&$&/+,#34.&+0&)"34&#.5#2""B&"4&

"0.&#($#&#(.)&+7$=+0.&2$*.6&"0&#(.&8$,#*&84"7&#(.&#+7.&2.+0=&*#36+.6:&&K+*,3**&#(.&

/"**+2%.&$,#+"0*&"8&.$,(&,($4$,#.4&+0&#(.&*,.0.&$**+=0.6&$06&#(.0&6.#.47+0.&9("&9+%%&

.0$,#&9(+,(&4"%.:&

?: L4+#.&$&6+$%"=3.&8"4&.$,(&"8&)"34&,($4$,#.4*:&&!(.&6+$%"=3.&*("3%6&+0,%36.&#(.&#("3=(#*&

$06&8..%+0=*&#(.&,($4$,#.4&7+=(#&2.&%+B.%)&#"&.5/.4+.0,.&2$*.6&"0&#(.&8$,#*&"8&#(.&

*+#3$#+"0:&

A: M$44$#+"0&+*&94+##.0&#"&=+>.&#(.&$36+.0,.&#(.&,"0#.5#&"8&#(.&*,.0.&$06&#"&+0#4"63,.&#(.&

,($4$,#.4*:&
&

'.46"47$0,.&
C: !(.&/.48"47$0,.&2.=+0*&9+#(&.$,(&$,#"4&G84"I.0H&("%6+0=&$&/"*.&$06&30$2%.&#"&*/.$B:&

N: !(.&0$44$#"4&#(.0&+0#4"63,.*&#(.&*,.0.&$06&,($4$,#.4*:&

O: <$,(&,($4$,#.4E&+0&/4.6.#.47+0.6&"46.4E&G,"7.*&$%+>.EH&$06&*/.$B*&#(.&#("3=(#*&$06&

8..%+0=*&"8&#(.&,($4$,#.4&2.+0=&.0$,#.6:&&!(.)&G84..I.H&"0,.&$=$+0&2.8"4.&#(.&0.5#&

,($4$,#.4&,"7.*&#"&%+8.:&

P: '4"/*&7$)&2.&3*.6&#"&.0($0,.&#(.&*,.0.:&



Phi l o s o ph i ca l  Cha i r s  
 

Rules of Engagement 
 

1. Be sure you understand the central statement or 

question before the discussion begins.  Decide 

which section you will sit in. 

 

2. Listen carefully when others speak and seek to 

understand their arguments even if you don’t 

agree. 

 

3. Wait for the moderator to recognize you before 

you speak; only one person speaks at a time. 

 

4. You must first briefly summarize the previous 

speaker’s argument before you make your 

response.  Your response can then either 

address what the person before you said or 

open a new line of commentary. 

 

5. Be sure that when you speak, you address the 

ideas, not the person stating them.  

 

6. Keep an open mind, and move to the other side or the undecided section if you 

feel that someone made a good argument or your opinion is swayed.  Don’t be 

afraid to move during the discussion.  Changing your mind is not an act of 

weakness; it is evidence of thought. 

 

7. Support the mediator by maintaining order and  

helping the discussion to progress. 

!

 

 

A graphic organizer like the one shown to the right 

will be helpful as you formulate your ideas on the 

topic and the reasons/evidence that support them. 

!
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Name/Date/Pd____________________ 
 

60 Second History 
 

 

Topic: ____________________________________________ 
 

Directions:  

After each unit, students will draft and deliver a 60-second history of the time period studied.  

Your speech should tell the story of this historical time period, summarizing the main points of 

the unit, and highlighting the most important and interesting topics.  Special consideration will 

be give to those who find ways to entertain the audience during their speech. 
 

Specific Topics To Include: 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



!

!

!

"#$%&'($!)*+&,$-'-!

./!0$%#+'+1!
!

!"#$#%&'!#$(')"#&#%*+',(-.&($'
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

How do I 

know what 

I think 

until I see 

what I 

have 

written? 
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One-Page Report 
 

 

Directions for the One-pager 

PURPOSE:  A “one-pager” is a single-page response to an assigned reading (poem, novel, chapter, or 

essay).  It is designed to promote thoughtful appreciation and understanding of the text.  It allows you to 

create your own representation of the text and your understanding of it.  It should be creative and 

experimental and is a way to respond imaginatively and honestly.  It connects the verbal to the visual 

and connects your thoughts to the text. The more creative you allow yourself to be, the more you will 

get out of the reading assignment.  When a one-pager is completed, anyone who looks at it will gain an 

instant interpretation of how you understood the text. 

 DIRECTIONS: 

1. Write the title of the text (use quotation marks or italics/underline, depending on the genre) 

and the author’s name creatively on the front of the paper.  Include the publication date, if given.  

Don’t put your name on the front. Your name goes on the back, along with the date and your 

period number. 

 

2. Pull out two quotations/excerpts and write them on the page.  Be sure to include quotation 

marks. When you are required to copy passages from the text, copy them onto the 

paper exactly as they appear in the text. Use quotation marks and put the page number in 

parentheses at the end of the quote. The passages must be at least two-three sentences 

long. Don’t omit any part of the sentences or use ellipsis.  Explain in one sentence each why 

you think those quotes are important or significant. 

 

3. Draw a cluster or web around an important thought, feeling, or image you had while reading.  

Create the cluster so that it artistically symbolizes whatever you choose to cluster.  

 

4. Make a personal statement about what you have read.  When you are required to write a 

paragraph of your own, it must have at least seven (7) meaningful, thoughtful, well-constructed 

sentences. Begin it with “I believe…”  The following example below is for  The Bean Trees by 

Barbara Kingsolver.  

 I believe that there is much more good in this world than there is evil.  One place 

it can be found almost anytime is in young children.  They do not wish to cause 

pain and loss.  They will give you their heart and soul whether or not you love 

them back.  They have no prejudice against you for what you do.  Without 

children, we would not know about unconditional love.  We must cherish them. 

 

5.   Ask two meaningful questions and answer them.  Use Under-the-Surface (Higher-Level) 

type questions.  Focus on “Why” or “How” questions. 

 

6. Now comes the fun part! Create visual images that relate to the reading. You may draw them 

(use colored pencils and/or markers, but sketch in pencil first), cut them out of magazines, or use 

computer-generated images. You can add other materials as well (fabric, stickers, ribbon, 



wrapping paper, etc). Use colored pencils and black or colored ink. You may use small-tipped 

colored markers and crayons. 

 

7. The pictures or symbols that you get from other sources must become your own. In other 

words, you would not simply print out a picture from clip-art or cut out a picture from a 

magazine and end there; that is someone else’s art. You would combine it in an original way with 

other images to make it your own, and, of course, relate to the reading. 

 

8. All writing is to be done neatly in blue or black ink or typed. 

 

9. The images and writing should cover the entire page. Very little background area  

should show!  The one-pager should be colorful and neat.  No scribbles to fill in the background.  

Appearance counts! 

 

What to watch out for: Don’t just summarize the text. Be sure to use unlined, blank, white 8!” x 

11” paper. Don’t think a half-page will do. Make it a full page, rich with writing, images, and 

color. 

 

Here are some examples of one-pagers produced by some of Ms. Pamintuan’s students.  

They are provided to help you visualize what a completed one-pager might look like and to help 

you get the creative juices flowing. 

 

 



Choose Your Own Assignment 
 

Following is a list of assignments you can choose from to demonstrate mastery of the content knowledge 

learned in each unit of study throughout the year. 

 

 Detective:  A detective closely examines historical facts and puts them together in 

many forms.  They work with charts to present information clearly and logically.  They 

enjoy answering questions and finding details. 

 

 Artist:  An artist focuses on pictures to learn about the past.  They produce drawings to 

present information to others in unique ways.  They enjoy creating work that shows off 

their skill and talent. 

 

 Profiler:  A profiler is mostly interested in people and how they think.  They like to 

imagine themselves in historical situations and write about how they would have 

reacted.  They usually present their information through short writings. 

 

 Specialist:  A specialist in history uses all three of the above skills to create projects 

that appeal to many people.  They are interested in all aspects of history and present 

their ideas in complex projects. 

 

 

Level 1 Assignments 

1. Poetry 

 

Choose 2-3 forms of poetry from the World History toolbox to complete using 

information from the unit being studied. 

2. Annotated 

Illustration 

 

Draw a full-page, colored picture of a historical object, person, or event.  Neatly 

write the title and year.  Write a minimum of 6 annotations to describe various 

parts of your drawing 

3. Sensory 

Figure 

 

Draw and color a person or type of person from the time period being studied.   

Then use what you have learned to write what they would see, hear, taste, touch, 

feel, and how they would feel about their life or the times they live. 

4. Illustrated 

Simile 
 

Make a comparison between something you are learning about in history with 

something else, draw and color a picture, and write a paragraph that explains the 

similarities in detail.  For example, “The Roman Empire was like an octopus 

because….” 

5. Be The 

Thing 
 

Write a short explanation of life experiences as if you were a particular object 

from history (for example: Da Vinci’s paintbrush, a Roman soldier’s shield, a 

knight’s armor, etc.) 

Your response must 1) be at least two complete paragraphs, 2) describe the 

purpose and function of the object, 3) describe how the object might feel or what it 

might be thinking, 4) mention the historical situation it was found/used in. 

6. Bumper 

Sticker 

 

Create a bumper sticker about a specific topic.  Requires high creativity.  Your 

bumper sticker must: 1) be related to the unit, 2) be colorful, 3) include a 

paragraph explaining what your bumper sticker means and why you wrote it. 

7. Cause & 

Effect Chain 

 

Describe two causes and two effects of a historical event.  Requires any event with 

obvious causes and effects.   



8. Creative 

Line Art 

 

Highly recommended assignment.  Come to Mr. McGuffee with a blank sheet of 

paper.  Using the random shapes and scribbles, create a scene depicting something 

we studied in the unit.  Your work should be in full color.  Include a paragraph 

explaining what you drew and a few historical facts about it. 

9. Day 

Planner 

 

Write out a daily schedule for a person living in a historical civilization.  This 

explains what a typical person in a civilization would do throughout their entire 

day.  Start with the hour they would probably wake up.  End with the hour they 

would probably go to sleep.  Include an entry for each hour between waking and 

going to sleep.  Each entry needs to be a complete sentence that provides detail. 

10. Epitaph/ 

Gravestone 

 

Draw a headstone for the historical character or civilization 

On the tombstone write: 

Here lies……. 

Born……. 

Died……. 

Famous For/Remembered For….. 

11. Historical 

Ad 

 

Create a print advertisement for a piece of technology from the time period 

studied.  Look at magazine or newspaper ads for ideas about how to format your 

advertisement.  Your ad must include 1) a full-color drawing of the item or 

location of the event, 2) why people would be interested, 3) a price, 4) a 

description of what the item does, 5) a made-up quote from someone living at the 

time. 

12. History 

Report 

Card 
 

Give grades to a historical figure based on certain “subjects” assigned by your 

teacher.  Ask Mr. M. if you would like to complete this assignment. 

13. Picture 

Analysis 

 

Choose a picture from the unit and answer the “Analyzing Photographs” questions 

from your History Toolbox.  Include the picture you are analyzing. 

14. Icon 

Frame 

 

Using an Icon Frame, choose an event or person from the time period being 

studied to explore in more detail.  Choose 4 icons of depth and complexity to draw 

and complete—one for each of the four sides of your icon frame. 

15. Postcard 

 

A postcard is a photograph people often send while on vacation.  It shows the 

people back home what they are missing and includes a brief note.  Get a handout 

from Mr. M. to complete your postcard on. 

16. TXT 

MSG 

SumRE 
 

Imagin ur sendng a sumre of a hisr evnt 2 a frnd via txt msg.  Wrt the sumre in txt 

msg lang.  Pretend ur directly involved in th evnt.   

Use abbreviated words when appropriate.  Include all key points of the event.  Be 

short and to the point, but still at least one paragraph.  Include the regular, non-text 

version so an old guy like me can understand what the heck it says. 

17. Primary 

Source 

Analysis 
 

Find and analyze a primary source from the unit being studied and use the 

appropriate questions from your History Toolbox to answer.  Include the primary 

source with your analysis. 

18. Venn 

Diagram 

 

Create an illustrated Venn Diagram to compare and contrast two historical figures, 

events, ideas, or civilizations.  Your work must include at least 4 statements/details 

in each of the three sections of your Venn Diagram and 4 colored pictures for the 

assignment. 

19. Wanted 

Poster 

 

Create a wanted poster for a figure in history.  Your poster must include 1) a 

sketch of what the person probably looks like, 2) a reward amount and description 

of the specific crime the person did, 3) a made-up quote from a person living at the 

time showing what people might have said about his person, 4) the approximate 

date this poster would have been found, 5) be in full color. 

20. You Are 

There 

Letter  

Write a letter to a historical figure giving them advice on a problem they are 

facing.  Your letter should include any key terms of people involved with the event 

in some way. 

Address your letter properly, briefly explain the situation in one paragraph, and 



give advice on how the person should deal with the problem. 

21. Stuff You 

Should 

Know 
 

Research something from the time period being studied that we didn’t go into great 

detail on.  Complete a write-up and give a oral presentation to the class where you 

teach us about the topic.   Your oral presentation should be less than 5 minutes. 

22. What’s 

On My iPod? 

 

Create and explain a 5-7 song playlist that would be found on a historical 

character’s iPod (not that anyone we study this year would have had one).  Name 

the song and the singer, then provide analysis to explain why you chose that song 

for the historical character. 

23. Editorial/ 

Political 

Cartoon 
 

Create an editorial cartoon about a historic event, or current issue, or past or 

present problem.  After you have completed your interpretive drawing, answer the 

following discussion questions about your cartoon:  1) What is the general subject 

of the cartoon?  What is the cartoon describing? 2) What titles are or written 

messages are included? 3) Who are the characters and what do they represent? 

4)What other symbols are used and what do they mean? 5) What is the cartoon’s 

message? 

24. Twitter 

Battle 
 

Choose 2 historical figures that wouldn’t have really liked each other and create a 

Twitter battle between them.  Each character must have at least 3 tweets in the 

exchange.  Make your assignment look like (be formatted like) the actual Twitter 

site. 

Level 2 Assignments 

25 Brain 

Chain 

 

List 10 important people, events, concepts, etc. and then create conceptual links 

between them in a graphic organizer.  Spread the words evenly on a piece of paper, 

then connect the terms with lines.  Write the way the two terms are connected on 

the line.  Every term must be connected to at least 2 other terms. 

26. History 

Jeopardy 

 

Create 5 categories with 5 questions in each (increasing in difficulty) like in the 

show and fill in a Jeopardy board with the dollar values and questions. 

27. Comic 

Strip 

 

Create a 5-panel comic strip about a specific event from the unit.  Make sure you 

tell the whole story.  Each panel should include a background to indicate where it 

is taking place and full-color illustrations.  Each panel should have at least one text 

bubble. 

28. Invitation 

 

Create an invitation to a historical event we studied about during the unit.  Should 

be in full-color and include a picture that shows the type of event it is, who is 

invited, where is it, when (time, date, year), and what the invitee should bring. 

29. Song 

Rewrite 

 

Rewrite the lyrics to a song to make them about the historical time period being 

studied.  The lyrics of your song should rhyme, include many historically accurate 

details, and use the entire length of the original song.  *20 points extra credit for 

performing your song in front of the class. 

30. Historical 

Diary 

 

Write a series of diary entries as if you were a member of the society being studied 

going through a key historical event.  You should have 3 diary entries—one from 

the day of the event, one from a day before the event, and one from a day after the 

event.  The day before should reflect causes of the event; the day after should 

show some of the effects of the event.  Each diary entry should be ! page in length 

and include the date. 

31. Create A 

Crossword 

 

On a piece of graph paper, create a list of 20 key terms from the unit.  Create a 

clue for each, where the key term is the answer.  Write the key terms in a criss-

cross combination.  Separate your clues into “down” and “across” categories.  

Give your crossword a title and show Mr. M. before starting your final version. 

32. A-Z 

History 

Book  

Working with a partner, create a picture book for 26 ideas/terms/events/things you 

learned from this unit, each starting with a different letter of the alphabet (one 

letter for each page).  Put it all together in a book with full color. 

33. History 

Tableau 
 

This is an act-it-out performance where students begin frozen as characters or 

objects in a historical picture, unable to speak.  The group decides on an order in 

which each actor comes alive.  Each student may choose to speak the thoughts of 



the character or object he or she is enacting.  Begin the tableau with an 

introduction of the characters and set the stage for the audience by providing an 

explanation of the background/setting/scene. 

34. One-

Pager 

 

Using a blank sheet of paper, create a full-color one page summary of the unit that 

includes: 1) The title of the unit/section, 2) 5 key terms with pictures and 

definitions, 3) 4 people/types of people and what they are known for, 4) Two 

questions you have about the time period, 5) 5 illustrations with captions that 

capture what you learned from the unit, and 6) a 7-10 sentence summary of the 

historical time period studied. 

35. Museum 

Curator 

 

You are the curator of a museum who is creating an new exhibit about the time 

period being studied.  Choose 5 artifacts from the culture that best represent them 

to display and explain.  Include a picture of the artifacts and your description of 

the artifacts and what they tell us about the time period.  Why did you include 

those artifacts and how do they tell the story? 

36. Time 

Machine 

 

Transport yourself back in time to figure out what a person’s life was like who was 

around the same age as you.  This requires some research on your part.  Write a 

one-page essay describing their lives and include at least one picture or graphic. 

37. Deadliest 

Warrior 

 

Research information on warriors from two different civilizations that never 

actually would have fought each other.  Find out about their weapons, armor, 

training, and fighting style.  Compare the two warriors in each category and say 

who would win if they actually fought.  Watch an episode of “Deadliest Warrior” 

on TV to get a better understanding of the assignment.  You cannot choose two 

warriors that the TV show actually pitted against each other. 

38. Paper 

Bag Speech 

 

Choose 5 modern items that represent different aspects of a civilization we are 

studying and use them to report on that culture.  In a show-and-tell presentation, 

explain to the class how the modern items represent the civilization. 

39. Magazine 

Cover 

 

Design a one-page magazine cover for a given culture being studied in class.  Look 

at other magazine covers to get ideas for elements included yours. 

Level 3 Assignments 

40. Historical 

Facebook 
 

Choose a person or topic we studied about in this unit to make a fictional 

Facebook page for. 

41. Historical 

Play 
 

Write and act out a 3-5 minute play about a specific historical event.  You will 

include background for scenery (either drawn or projected) and any necessary 

props.  Your play must include a written script and be historically accurate. 

42. Movie 

Poster 

 

Use art and writing to create a movie poster advertising the unit being studied.  

You must cast at least 5 characters from history with modern days actors or 

actresses. 

43. History 

Board Game 

 

Create a board game using historical information from the unit studied.  Be sure to 

include the rules for play. 

44. History 

Web Page 

 

 

45. Travel 

Brochure 

 

Create a 6-panel foldout brochure that highlights the history and hot-spots/tourist 

attractions of the society being studied.  See Mr. M. for the handout with detailed 

instructions. 

46. What If? 

Revisionist 

History 
 

Change one major detail from the event described in the textbook and then 

speculate as to what else might change as a result.  The re-write that page of your 

history book to reflect the changes.  See Mr. M. for a photocopy of the page you 

are re-writing. 



47. History 

Model 

 

Build a model of a technological achievement from the historical time period 

being studied, a location, or historical object.  Include a short report describing the 

technological achievement/object and its impact on the people who lived during 

the time period it was created and how if affects us today. 

48. 

Illustrated 

Timeline  

Use the directions outlined in your History Toolbox to complete an Illustrated 

Timeline for the unit being studied. 

49. History 

Newscast 

 

Working in a group of 3-4 students, film a short (3-5 minutes) newscast 

presentation about a historical event or time period.  Most of the work for this 

project will be done outside of class.  Determine what each group member will be 

doing.  Create any costumes, props, or background you’ll need for your video.  

Rehearse, then film. 

50. History 

Newspaper 

 

Working with a group of 3-4 students create a 3 page newspaper with multiple 

articles and elements on a period in history.  Your newspaper must include two 

feature stories, editorial covering a problem in the time period being studied, and 

two advertisements.  See Mr. M. for more detailed directions. 

51. Slideshow 

Presentation 

 

Create a PowerPoint or Prezi on a historical topic.  Must be approved by Mr. M. 

ahead of time.  Your presentation must have at least 6 slides and each slide must 

include: 1) a title, 2) 3 “bullets” of information, 3) at least one picture/clip art 

Correct spelling and historically accurate information is required. 

52, I/We 

Search Paper 

 

This assignment will help you develop your research abilities.  Pick a topic of 

interest from the time period being studied to do more research on.  Please see Mr. 

M. for the full instructions if you want to complete an I/We Search Paper. 

53. Historical 

Children’s 

Book 
 

Write and illustrate a children’s book about the civilization we are studying.  Your 

book should have at least 6 pages, each dealing with a different topic.  Each page 

should have a title, full-color illustration, 4 or more sentences describing that 

aspect of the civilization, and include a front and back cover. 

54. 

Illustrated 

Map  

Draw and color a map of the region being studied and add 5+pictures and captions 

to bring the map to life. 

55. Super 

Chart 

 

Use big butcher paper to create a 8-10 foot long chart that includes 1) an annotated 

timeline with 8-10 events, 2) an annotated map, 3) images and written explanation 

of elements you learned about the civilization being studied, 4) 4 graphic 

organizers…………See Mr. M. for the full instructions. 

 


